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Module Aims

- To provide students with the opportunity to further their understanding of the nature

and scope of research methods in psychology.

- To build on the students’ knowledge of data collection and analysis within psychology
that was introduced within PSY408 An Introduction to Research Design.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills
KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills
KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills
KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy
KS5 Information management skills
KS6 Research skills
KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills
KS8 Career management skills
KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)
KS10 Numeracy
At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
1 Appreciate the difference between research, other evidence, ﬁg;
and the need for evidence based practice
KS1
2 | Discuss the ethical issues inherent in research KS5
KS1 KS6
3 | Produce a research report KS3
KS4
: I : . KS6
4 Identify an.d apply qualitative data collection methods used in
psychological research
. o . KS10
5 _Identlfy and gpply quantitative data collection methods used KS6
in psychological research
KS4
6 | Apply data analysis techniques KS10
Explain the strengths and limitations of selected psychology | KS1 KS10
7 | research approaches: e.g. experiment, survey and KS3
observation KS5

Transferable skills and other attributes




- Study, writing, IT skills.

- Communication skills.

- Interpret data effectively.
- Data analysis

Derogations

None.

Assessment:

Indicative Assessment Tasks:

1. A research report based on data collected within the class room utilising a mixed
methods approach.

2. A portfolio of tasks carried out within the practical sessions throughout the module.

Assessment geet\rnmg o | T f t Weighting | Duration Word .count.

number ¢ utcomes to | Type of assessmen (%) (if exam) (or equivalent i
e met appropriate)

1 3,4,6 Report 50% N/A 1,500

2 1,2,5,6,7 | Portfolio 50% N/A 1,500

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The module is delivered over 12 weeks, and the learning and teaching strategy will employ
formal lecture, group and independent working. The prime strategy will be ‘learning by doing’,
this will be achieved through structured class based practical/workshop sessions.

Syllabus outline:

- Probability Theory

- Quantitative and qualitative methods.

- Problem definition and hypothesis formation.

- Reliability and validity (scales).

- Statistical inference in parametric and non-parametric data investigating relationships.
- Development, application and report of observational research.

- Development and application and reporting of surveys.

- Development and application and reporting of an experiment.

- SPSS and data analysis.




Indicative Bibliography:

Essential reading

Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2013). Successful qualitative research: A practical guide for
beginners. London, UK: Sage

Other indicative reading

Smith, J. A. (Ed). (2015). Qualitative psychology (3" ed.). London, UK: Sage.

Willig (2009). Qualitative research in psychology. Milton Keynes, UK: Open University
Press.

Journals

Qualitative research in Psychology
Qualitative Research

The Qualitative Report




	How to optimise your use of the template

